
Project HOPE NRV is a 

regional program for 

Homeless Education which 

includes the five school 

divisions in the New River 

Valley. 

Contact Us: 

Aline Brinckman 

abrinckman@mcps.org  

Regional Coordinator 

750 Imperial Street SE 

Christiansburg VA 24073 

Phone 540.382.5100 

x1026 

Fax 540.394-4449 
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The National Association for 

the Education of Homeless 

Children and Youth provides 

scholarship assistance to 

students who are homeless 

or have experienced 

homelessness through the 

LeTendre Education Fund for 

Homeless Children, 

established in 1998 in 
memory of André E. 

LeTendre, husband of Mary 

Jean LeTendre, former 

Director of Compensatory 

Education for the U.S. 

Department of Education. In 

the spirit of André's desire to 

help children in homeless 

situations, the LeTendre 

Education Fund supports 

Closing Date for the LeTendre Scholarship Has Been 

Moved Up to June 14, 2013 

their efforts to pursue higher 

education. 

There will be a minimum of 

two $1,500 scholarships 

awarded annually. The 

scholarship is a one-time 

award. Additional financial 

support may be available for 

scholars in subsequent 

years.   

Upon submission of evidence 

that the student has enrolled 

in a post secondary program, 

the scholarship will be 

provided and may be used to 

help defray the costs of 

college tuition, fees, books, 

prep courses, or other 

educational expenses.  

To date, the Fund has 

awarded scholarships to more 

than 200 recipients.  

The application can be found 

at  

http://www.naehcy.org/letendr

e-scholarship-fund/about-the-

fund  

 

 

National Runaway Safeline Serves Unaccompanied Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

1-800-RUNAWAY 

1-800- 

Between 1.6 and 2.8 million 

youth run away in a year. 

The mission of the National 

Runaway Switchboard 

(NRS), now called the 

National Runaway Safeline, 

is to help keep America’s 

runaway, homeless and at-

risk youth safe and off the 

streets. The National 

Runaway Safeline provides 

education and solution-

focused interventions, offers 

non-sectarian, non-

judgmental support,  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

respects confidentiality, 
collaborates with volunteers, 
and responds to at-risk youth 
and their families 24 hours a 
day. The 1-800-RUNAWAY 
hotline now handles more 
than 100,000 calls per year. 
 
The hotline serves family 
members, concerned friends 
of runaways, parents and 
school staff. 
 
For additional information on 
this resource check out  
http://www.1800runaway.org/  
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NRV Public School 

Homeless Liaisons: 

Floyd County 
Lisa Pluska  
pluskal@floyd.k12.va.us 
Office:  540-745-9400 
Fax:      540-745-9496 
140 Harris Hart Rd. NE 
Floyd, VA  24091 
 

Giles County 

Scott Meade 

dmeade@gilesk12.org 

Office: 540-921-1421 x16 

Fax:     540-921-1424 

151 School Road 

Pearisburg, VA  24134 

 
Montgomery County 

Aline Brinckman 

abrinckman@mcps.org 

Office:  540-382-5100  

                   x 1026 

Fax:      540-394-4449 

750 Imperial Street SE  

Christiansburg,VA 24073 

 
Pulaski County 

Jennifer Bartley, MSW 

jbartley@pcva.us 

Office:  540-994-2558 

Fax:      540-994-2514 

202 N.  Washington Ave. 

Pulaski, VA 24301 

 
Radford City 

Rob Graham 

rgraham@rcps.org  

Office:  540-731-3647 

Fax:      540-731-4419 

1612 Wadsworth Street 

Radford, VA 24141 

 

 What happens to a child 
whose parent goes to jail, is 
seriously ill, or for a number of 
other reasons cannot care for 
their child? In most instances a 
relative or friend steps up to 
care for the child.  The 
additional stress this puts on 
the caregiver jeopardizes the 
stability of the child’s housing. 
 
How can we help caregivers 
so that they may continue to 
support our students? 
Because caregivers voluntarily 
take on the added 
responsibility of caring for 
these children, it is often 
assumed that they have the 
resources for their care. 

 Provide additional food. 

If there is a backpack program 
or holiday food box 
distribution, consider the 

Support for Caregivers and Grandparents  
caregiver’s family. Refer the 
family to the local food bank for 
assistance.  

 Provide additional 
clothing. 

Assist in any way possible to 
provide the student with 
clothing, underwear, and shoes.  
Often there are younger siblings 
at home who might also need 
clothing or diapers. The 
Emergency Assistance Program 
in each county will also provide 
clothing to eligible families. 

 Provide opportunities for 
counseling. 

Displaced children may feel 

insecure and anxious.  They 

may act out and challenge their 

caregivers.  Caregivers, often 

expecting gratitude, are not 

always equipped to handle 

these unexpected emotions. 

 

 

Getting the NRV Project HOPE Word to the Community 

 

Professional Development Opportunity 

Determining Eligibility for 

McKinney-Vento Rights 

and Services 

Wednesday, May 15, 2013 

2:00 - 3:15 pm ET  
(Please adjust for your time zone) 

Register for the 

webinar  

Webinar Description: In this interactive webinar, NCHE staff will discuss the McKinney-

Vento definition of homeless, including categories such as doubled-up, awaiting foster care 
placement, unaccompanied youth, and substandard housing. Guiding principles to use when 
determining McKinney-Vento eligibility by the definition will be presented. Participants will be 
invited to discuss scenarios to apply the knowledge presented during the webinar.  
 
Presenters: 

NCHE Staff  

 

 

Project HOPE New River Valley 
 

Getting the information out 

about the homeless children in 

the NRV and what services the 

schools offer is an important 

part of the job of NRV Project 

Hope Coordinator. So far this 

year Aline Brinckman, 

Coordinator, had presented to 

almost 100 members of the 

NRV Community Action staff 

 

Including Head Start staff, 

Emergency Assistance 

Service Coordinators and 

Homeless Prevention Program 

Workers.  

If you would like Aline to 

present to your organization or 

school, please contact her at 

the numbers listed to the left. 

Two brochures that may be 

helpful: 

 

Raising Your Grandchildren 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/pu

bs/guide2013/raise.pdf  

What Caretakers Need to Know 

http://www.mcps.org/ProjectHo

pe_Files/Brochure_Grandparen

ts.pdf  
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